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At ArtReview we're constantly pursued by galleries who want us to cover, their latest shows.
S5ure, we know — your show is always the best in town. But to cover even a tenth of what we
think is good would mean printing the magazine on microfiche! BSo to make it up to all those
galleries (and building on our New York reviews marathon in February), we sent out our top
critics to cover 103 shows in the space of a week in May. When we told our gallery friends
what we were doing, they complained that covering every show in town would make the review
of their’s less special. As the late Johnny Cash once said, "“You can’t hardly win, can you?”

rndust: sation of wakter; omined with an
gxcess ol the stuit) : Th ilalectic operates as
ith photographs of India's publi irinking- much on the level of art, too! the photographs
water taps, drinking stations and water vessels offering what appears to be a communicative,
lining the gallex walles, and s zlear- ass documentary and encyclopedic study of water;
water-filled tanks locunging about its centre, the tanks coffering a more abstracted, Hirst-
this show doesn'"t need & press release to tall like (or Westernised) ocommodity art. As a
you what i1t’s about. While the photographs whole, it’s a powerful statement, although the
document a certain primitive relation to water fact that the tanks have words like ‘beauty’
(in tezms of the fact that the taps, drinking etched inteo them (a cryptic re
etatrions and wvessalsz are in wvarious states learn, to an eplscde Ifrom
of decrepitud nd disrepair, and that they i lving a prince bargaini:
suggest that many pecple don’t have private for a drink of water) seems to :
access to clean water), the tanks, containing unnecessary layer of complication. 5till, 1if
various sunken bits of plumbing, sanitary you can ignore that {as I managed toc by not
woear and branded-type bottles sculpted out reading the press release while I was 1n the
>f =mand and zement, appear to represent gallery), 1t's a powerful scocial, political

something more modern (the commodificaticon and and artilstle =tatement.



