


fhien London's  contemporary art world
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{ conceptual artists wrned their backs on the
\ \ West
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don for their studios, project spaces and galleries. Hoxton,

Endd and colonised deserted warehous

es and hight indostrial |'n|(|l1i‘-.|"\' iy Fast 1aon-

Shorediich, Bermondsey and more recently Vyvner Steect in

the outer reaches ol Bethnal Green became home 1o all tha

15 celevs the hearthand ol -wL||||'I ol

B3 \HIIII'I|I1II'_'| his « |::|I|:_;|'l| aned a remarkable drdre back
o central London is tking place. New West End galleries
showing challenging modern work have opencd alongside
st old names svnonvimous with Old Masters il velined
oo taste, T Mavhor, whoere the Grosvenor [louse Art &
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work more at home at Fricee and Zoo.
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Is o simple recognition of market forees. Contemporany
art is peonw matinstreant amed dealers want to be wheve the action
is. Radical artsts, especially the Young Britsh Areists (YBAs)
whio cansed such o strran the TU4Ys, e riow part ol the Fstab-
lishment, with Damien Hirst enjoving a worldwide repatation

and global fortume, and wild child Tracey Emin turmimg into

the “naton’s sweetheart” and cepresenting Britain an lasy

ver's Vemce Biennale

Soowho are thie gallery owners nuaking wives in the West
Endd: Foremost is Jay Jopling at White Cube, probably the
TOSE AsIUe Operaiol i town witle a stable of artists who rep-

Larly hie the headlines, Mare Quinn, Gary Huome, Jake andd

Dinos Chapiman, Antony Gormley, Andreas Gorsky and Gavin
Turk, as well as Hirst, Emin and Jopling’s wife, Sam Tavlor-
Wood are onan 1|||;:|:'\~.i\.|' roster of alent The original White
Cube opened i PRES and ocoupiced aotny space on the second
[l of o |'l||i|l|ill'.-1 in Duke Street, St James's, in the heart ol

trackitional art dealer Taned, Tis influence was out of all propor

tion o i size and in 2000, ]||1:||.1|:_; moved 1o the Fast End, 1o

A huge new gallery in Hoxton Square with 18
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tHon space created rom o 19205 abandoned induosoral si

September 20006 saw the trinmphant return of White Cabe 1o

St mes s, non B froam the original site, The new premises are

vast with ili-._wt| meob space 1 a bold, modern odcime on whan
ot Ol

the path between artses andd
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buyers with Lavish parties (ar the Ritz hotel for Fricse last
autimn) and a shick PR machine, To be on the White Culbwe

inner track means vou have sovived as a collecun

Fhe Hanonch of Venison gallery opened i 2002 i a0 guiet
mews i Maviair and has consistently impressed with a pro-
gramme ol exhibitions that raised the siakes in the art world,
The gallery specialises in demanding, thought-provoking work
from established artists and newcomers and has built up a core

clieniele of serions collecuors = both private and instmional,
.-\l li.\l.-q i1l| |II|I(' ]Sil] I\'ii||.'l_ l.\'hnm' 'NIL:'I‘ .|l|{] |n'.1ull||.|| \|{1|'|1 [::\ilq]-
Latioms [or The Tristan Project mesmevised London Last sum-
mer, as well as Richard Long and Keith Tvson. Younger names
include Nathan Coley and Zarina Bhimji, both of whom were
shortlisted lor the 2007 Turner Prize, and Leicester-born new-
comer Jamie Shovlin whose paintings, video and sculptore cap-
ture the fading of the American Dream. Haunch of Venison
opened in Zurich in 2006, Berlin in 2007, and in autamn this
vear, the first American aem ol the gallery opens on the 20th
and 21s1 Hoors of the Rockeleller Centre in New York.,

The high-profile Hauser & Wirth gallery has exhibition
spawes in New York, Switzerland and the flagship London base
which opened in 2000, Tt lus recently been voted the second
maost important gallery i the world by Mash Art magazine, los-
ing out anly o its US business pariner Zwirner & Wirth, Owner
and co-president Irwin Wirth opened his first gallery when he
wats Juist sixteen aned the frst Hauser & Wirth in Zurich in 1991,
Taselay, hies is |Il'fllli‘l1||\ citer] as one of the most [:lnwwhll pree-

ple in the contemporary an world, always an the forefront ol
trends and identifving new alent. There's something agrecably
mlormal and relaxed abowt the Piccadilly gallery where stu-
dents rub shoulders with grandees, and an insadlions (such
as Roman Signer) aren’t alaid o inspire amusement as well as
amazement. In 2006, HEW formed a partoesship with the UK's
leading Old Master dealer, Colnaghi, at their Old Bone Streer
gallery, These premises are used w0 show major 20th-centun
and comtemporary work, and this summer (1th Mav-9th June)
will stge a fascinating exhibition, Old School, featuring cone-
temporary artists alongside iconic painters Francois Boucher,

Jan Brueghel (Elder and Younger) and Lucas Cranach

Larry Gagostn armived in London with o bang in 2004,
bringing his own brash magic 1o the well-mannered art scene,
Fhe Armenian-American dealer made his name buving on
behall of big-name collectors like Dawid Geffen, Charles Saarchi
and 81 Newhouse [r, and the important artists now represented
by Gagosian Gallery (ocluding Richard Serra, el koons and
Ed Ruscha) read like a Who's Who of the arnt world, There are
three galleries in New York, one in Beverly Hills, one in Rome
ane two in London, The main gallery here is a huge space,
LAsq m, near Kings Cross, ideal for monumental work thar
worlld dwarl & normal gallery,

There is also a tiny '|I|n1.||i.|,||u'- showroom i Maviair, uselul
lor displaying smaller pieces or eve-catching works that act as a
teaser 1o main exhibition, such as Ruscha's series ol neat disow-
ings Busted Glass, or Tim Noble and Sue Webster's Saenificial
Heari, a large rotating sculpuure of a bleeding heart perced
with a sword and siudded with humndreds of ashing coloured
lights, It mixes up the imagery of Christanity with rock'n’roll,

romance, pain, the vulgarity of the Guargronnd, The Gagosian



Schmerzensmann
by Berlinde de Bruyckere

nuchine recognises the opporiunities London can oller 1o peo-

ple. "As ancinternational oty 10s second 1o none,” savs Stefan

Ratibor, cosdirector ol the gallery, "Collectors come here, muses

um directors come here = there are people here 1o meet,”’

I'he: hottest story in art circles right now s that Stuart
Shave,/ Modern Art is l:m'-\in_u out of Vvoer Strect and into the
West End, Since 1998, British-born Shave has been an inflaen-
tial (though sell-elfacing) figure on the contempormry an scene
and his move o W signals a magor shilt of emphasis. The new
I]I"Illi“'\, i l.'\.l'”lr wis u Lll\lli.i!fl I‘\.II'I\'«.'II]IZ![II., |I||".i' I]l"'ll Lichins-
formed by architect Divid kohn into o chic G00sq m gallery
with doable the jali'\iulh exhiibition l.I|?.|li|‘-, ollices aned 3
ey Spmace Lo reslise l.ll_'_!!'\l':ll.{' 1':\'||t'1'irrlq.'tli.l| !rl'lJi:‘:'h. I'he
new willery opens Apel 25th with an inaagural show by paintes
Nigel Cooke, New Acoursed A Clab,

Fhe Aicon Gallery is one of very lew London galleries o spe-
chalise in comemporary art from India and Pakistan. Ivis par ol
the American COTEUY establishied 1o 20092 by two Noew Dellhi-
Bewn bronhers, Pragin aned |'I|1_ij.lE D, both now US-basesd aca-
demics. The original anm was simply new Indian art online bt
the dotecom venure expanded i galleries in New York, Palo
Altg (ine Calilornia’s Silicon Vallev), and the London galler
which l=|J|.'Ht't1 in March 2007, Modern Indian art is the next hig
thing for collectors, westerners, as well as NRIs (non-resident
Indians). The gallery champions the new generation of
painters anmd  sculprors, including Rivas Komuo, Ashim
Purkavastha, Adip Do, Bose Kreishoamachari and the Rags
Maodlhia Collecuve,

Ihe estublished names in o the arn world aren’t deterred T
these newcomers, The venerable Fine Art Society, founded in
[R76, launched s own modern movement in 2005, FAS Con-
temporary Art, in i lower floor New Gallery, FAS holds regula
exlvibitions of da in;_: work Iy artists such as Gavin Turk, Alastai
Mackie, Kenh Coventry and the bigrre mulo-media oreations
ol Jonathan Baldock,

Marlborough Fine Arvt is still going strong since opening in
946, The gallery deals in painting, drawings, prines and sculp-
nire well-known international artists including Lucien
Freud, RB |\'i.r;!'[. Vicwor Pasmore, .‘i!='|JhL':1 Conrov, Fuan [-:_:|uh.

Tay

Dale Chiluly, Paula Rego and Fernando Botero, Marlboroagh
also stages six o eight exhibitions each vear,

Few galleries lave had such a profound ellect on the maod
crnart market as Flowers, established nearly 40 vears ago when
the British haed netther the money nor the imelination to invest
in living artsts, From o tiny room i Solo, .\IL.'_:I:'i:I. Flowers
began exhibitng paintings, sculptures, drawings and perform-

THE GALLERIES

White Cube, 25-26 Mason's Yard,
St James, S
n

wiwww whitecube.com

Haunch of Vension, 6 Haunch of

Venizon Yard, off Brook Sireat, W
20 7495 50800
wiww, haunchofvenison, com

Hauser & Wirth, 1 96a Pict
ondon W (+44 20 728
15 Old Bond Street, W (<44 20
7389 97701 wwnav.ghw. ch

Gugnsian Gallery. 6-24 Britannia
Street, W1 (44 20 7841 BEBO)
17-19 Davies Street, W1 (+44 20
7493 30200

23.25
44 20

Stuart Shave/Modern Art,
Eastcastle Street, W1 (+
BOBO 7742}

wawwestuartshavemaodernart.com

Aicon Gallery, B Heddon Strest,
W1 (44 20 7734 7575
WA DICDNG ;llirlly COm

Fine Art Society. 148 Mew Bond
Street, W1 (+44 20 7629 5116)
wieew faslondon.com

Marlborough Fine Art, 8 Alba-
marie Street W1 (+44 20 7629
5161}
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Timothy Taylor, 15 Carlos Place,
W1 (444 20 7 344)

a44)
wasat Limaoth

dorgallery.com

Flowers, 21 Cork Street W1
(+44 20 7439 7766)
vawew flowerseast, com

Max Wigram, 99 Mew Bor
Wi (=44 20 5 4960}

WA, TNEOWIGram . oom

Simon Lee Gallery. 12 Berkele
W1 (+44 20 7491 D100
WY, SITTION e iEI"!'I"".!:iT'll

Stree

Alexandre Pollazzon, 11 How.
land Street, W1 (+44 20 7436
9824) wwww.alex-pollazzon.com
The Gallery at Sketch, 9 Conduit
Street, W1 (0870 777 4488}
www.sketch,uk.com

Scream, 34 Bruton Street, W1,
(+d44 20 7493 7388)

www. screamlondon com

wneliscovered and she Lwnched the
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art talent,
gallery tradition ol group shows, Graduallv the press and the

alldes
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pany grew and is now run by son Matthew Flowers while Angela
remains chairman, Fhe main headguarters is Flowers East, and
i the West Endd, Flowers Central opened in October 2000, with
the same mission, o make modern art exeiting and accessible.

In the Face ol dizeving activiey in the art world, auction hous.

Vs Sothelw's and Christie’s raised theis wame with ]1i:_:h-|:|'rd'|||_-

viewings, slick new gallervies, specially curated exhibitions of
CONCIpPOrary anr anel roac-shiow Flll'\'il'l\\ ol big sales, .'l.l'.|'||1|
New York sales ol comemporary art preview in London, espe-
cially during the fabulous annual Frieze Art Fair, and there is a
host of musi-get-eticket social events such as Sunday brunch
anel bellings for bovers who can’t leave their desks during the

working week.



