DEBANJAN RQY — REVIEWS AND REACTIONS
from ROMA Art Fair and Art Dubai

aicongallery



aicongallery



aicongallery



aicongallery



aicongallery



La Republica, February, 2008

ROMA Art Fair, February 28 - March 2, 2008
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L'Unita, February, 2008
ROMA Art Fair, February

28 - March 2, 2008
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Left Magazine, Felbruary, 2003
ROMA Art Fair, February 28 - March 2, 2008
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Domenica Il Sole 24 QOre, February, 2003
ROMA Art Fair, February 28 - March 2, 2008
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The Art Newspaper, March 19, 2008
Art Dubal, March 19 - 22, 2008

Dubai fair reaps reward of focus on Indian contemporary art
British collectors Charles Saatchi and Frank Cohen were among those who bought
By Georgina Adam and James Knox | From Web exclusive | Posted: 19.3.08

DUBAI Arabian Delight, a stuffed camel sguashed into a large blue suitcase, on show at the Art Dubal fair, has
been acauired by Charles Saatchi. The 2008 piece by the Pakistani artist Huma Muli, was the talking point of the
falr, which opened to VIPs yesterday (Tuesday).

The sdle, for $8,000 (£4,000), was brokered in advance by an art advisor; Mr Saatchi did not attend the

fair, however he also acquired a large pop-style group portrait (Untited Eclipse 3, 2007) by Jitish Kallat from
Chemould Prescott Road Géallery (Mumiboal), for about $200,000 (£100,000). Manchester collector Frank Cohen
snapped up Jagannath Panda’s figurative study of trees, Abbsence in Cite, 2007, for about €60,000 (£47,000)
at the same gallery.

The second edition of the fair, which continues until Sunday (23 March), brings together 70 dealers, compared
to 40 last year, ranging from dealers from Duboai, Iran, Lebanon and Bahrein, to Australian, Korean, American and
European exhioitors.

The fair has grown not only in size but in complexity, with a programme of talks and events and this year boasts
an "art park’ for video along with a special section devoted to Pakistan,

The event is supported by Dubal's ruler, HH Sheikn Mohammed Al-Maktoum, who swept into the exhibition hall
on the first day surrounded by a phalanx of photographers, courtiers and press. This highly visible patronage was
reinforced by a visit from his son HH Shelkh Majid Al Maktoum, who is culture minister in the statelet.

Al last year's fair, sales were driven by the market for contemporary Indian art, with many showing VWestermn art
reporting disappointing results. As a result, this year there was more Indian and Middle Eastern art on display.

Sales in this category proved the strongest element on the opening day of the fair. In addition to the sales at
Chemould Prescott, Aicon Gallery sold India Shining 2007 by Debanjin Roy for $20,000 (£10,000), a cast (3/5)
showing a red-painted Ghandi sitting in front of a laptop.

While the mood was upbeat among the Indian gallerists, VWestern dealers noted that sales were slower, However
Rossi and Rossi, with a solo show of Tibstan artist Gonkar Gyatso, had virtually sold out the God series of cal-
ligraphies, collages of glittery stickers (£16,500) per image, whie Buddha in our Time, 2008, a large image of the
deity, sold to the Australian VWhite Rabbit Foundation for £456,000.
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Elsewhere, there was a range of Western art on offer, from a large, $850,000 Sam Francis at Max Lang to
Jawlenski's House with Palmtree, 1914, priced at $1.78m at Galerie Thomas. Albion had parked Wim Delvoye's
lacy metalic sculpture Cement Truck, 2008, outside the fair (€600,000, £473,000).

"There is a tremendous feeling of optimism about the Dutbai fair,” said Mona Hauser, founder of the satelite Creek
art farr. This consisted of dealer shows and artist installations scattered around 22 traditional houses and outdoor
spaces in the historic Bastakiya district.

This event has also gathered momentum, compared 1o last year when there were only eight houses avalable.
This year there are also fims, talks and concerts. The opening night (which took place Saturday, before the fair
itself opened) attracted over 1,000 visitors and saw the start of very strong buying, particularly of Iranian art, much
to UAE nationals.

Malekeh Nayiny sold examples from her Demon series of coloured photographic prints for €9,000 (£7,000) at
XVA gallery. This series has also been on display at the Vuitton centre in Paris. Watercolours of childlike fantasy
landscapes by Farah Abolghasemi were seling strongly at 14,000 Dirhams (£200) at Total Arts.

Ms Hauser confirmed that it is important for dealers not to overprice in this stil nascent market, The Creek art fair
runs to 31 March.,

Like Dubai itself, the fair is stil being bullt, and can be expected to evolve as dedlers and clients alike deepen their

knowledge of the field. "We had better guestions this year and more serious people, and | feel the fair has greater
momentum,” said gallerist Max Lang of New York,
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CNN-BN, March 25, 2008
Art Dubal, March 19 - 22, 2008

Indian art rules at Intemational Dubai Art Fair

Sahar Zaman

ART ATTACK: Works of conternporary Indian artists were widely
appreciated at the International Dubal Art Farr,

Dubai: The second International Art Fair was held at Dubai recently, and as the event concluded what emerged
was the growing populartty of Indian art.

Last week all roads led to the Intemational Dubai Art Fair, and Dubai being the hub of international entrepreneurs,
s buzzing with the flavour of the season— Indian art. The Intermational Dubai Art Fair is growing to be one of

the biggest art fairs in the world, and it's relevant to Indians as the focus this year is on Indian contemporary art.
Director Dubail Art Fair, John Martin says, “It's an opportunity for collectors in Middle East, Europe, Far East and
America to come here showing interest in the art from the region.”

The two most popular artists with gallery owners from various parts of the world at the event were Subodh Gupta
and Jitesh Kallat. Gallery owner from Italy Mario Cristiani comments on the works of Subodh Gupta, “Works of
Subodh are very important for us, because his work has the sensibility of the tradition of India, but in a modem
context.”

"We've had tremendous response for Indian art, particularly for the work of Jitesh Kallat,” says Jena Balton a gal-
lery owner from Chicago.

The fair marked the paradigm shift of interest in art from the Western world to the Eastern zone.

It also looked lbeyond our masters like Husain or Raza, to give due recognition to the potential in the contempo-
rary genre that's breaking records in the international market,
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Artconcems.com, March, 2008
Art Dubai, March 19 - 22, 2008

. India Shining 1, 2007, painted
h {U s cast aluminium, 27 x 46 x 30 in.
Art Dubai; Optimism Unbound

The recently concluded Art Dubai (formerty called The Dubal Art Fair) celeorated art from the South East Asian region. India
now being the hot destination, Indian contemporary art got an extra focus in this fair. Delni based art writer and curator An-
ubhav Nath fles a comprehensive story on the fair from Duboal,

Introduction

The major international art fairs are held annually in Basel, New York, Miami, London and Paris. These exnhibitions are a
mesting-point for artists, curators, dealers, buyers, consultants, critics, museums and art foundations.

Last year was the inaugural year and this year there were many noticeable changes. Frstly, the name; from a not-so-cool
"The Dubal Art Fair” to a more savwy Art Dubai, The Swiss Art Basel is the mother of all art events and seems to be the
reference point for the evolving Art Dubal.

The fair was held from March 18th to 22nd, mainly at the posh Medinath Jumeira Hotel in Dubal. Compared to last vear,
the fair has more talks, discussions and programs. This vear, the physical space had more than doubled, with seventy gal-
leries from all over the world showing the best of their art,

The event is patronized by HH Shelkn Mohammed Al-Maktoum, the ruler of Dubal. He inaugurated the fair guaranteeing the
attendance of high-profle visitors Including prominent members of the royal families. Savita Apte and John Martin are among
the main organizers.

Incredible India

With last year's tremendous success, Indian galleries had a strong presence and reported even stronger sales. They were
surely envied by other international participants. Last year the galleries focused on modermn masters, but this time the flavor
was definitely very contemporary.

Gallery Chemould showed exceptional works by Rashid Rana, Jagnanath Panda and Reena Saini Kallat's works made with
rubber stamps. Sakshi Gallery exhibited an installation by Zarina Hashmi and sculptures by Sumedh Rajendran and Chintan
Upadhyay. Galery Espace showed works by Manjunath Kamath, Birendra Pani and Amitava Das and put up a solo exhibit
of photographer Atul Bhalla's works, the only Indian artist with an individual booth. Grosvenor-Vadehra were the only ones
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exhibiting MF Husain and FN Souza.

New York-based Sundaram Tagore Gallery showed minimalist works by Tantric artist Sohan Qadn, Also, Aicon Gallery
showed GR ranna and Debanjin Roy's sculpture of a bright-red Gandhi sitting with a laptop, which attracted much atten-
tion.

Interestingly, Italian participant Galleria Continua showed Subodh Gupta's recent work and have an upcoming solo of his in
May; London-based Albion showed a few Indian artists including Jitish Kallat and Chicago-based Walsh Gallery showed
many Indian works, the most noteworthy was Ravinder Reddy's, Radha a single edition, oversized fiberglass sculpture (200
x 162.5 x 200 cms) with a price tag of $600,000.

Nature Morte and Bodhi Art, who participated last year were not seen at the fair this year.

To take advantage of the timing most galleries in the city were hosting really good shows. The 1x1 Art Space gallery which
extensively promotes Indian art, held two shows simultaneously, curated by Bose Krishnamchart, Prasad Raghavan, Par-
vathi Nayar, Al V.N, Jyothi Basu, Minal Dhamani Nandy, Vivek Viasini, Bharat Sikka, C.K.Ragjan, Hema Upadhyay, Sudar-
shan Shetty, Shipa Gupta, Riyas Komu, T.V.Santhosh and Anant Joshi were the participating artists in this twin show titled
AFFAR.

Art & Entrepreneurship

Credit Suisse, an investment banking giant has been pursuing art as an investment for a long time. They rolled out their Art
& Entrepreneurship program at Art Duoal, This touring exhibition features works of 19 young artists from 16 countries. From
Dubal the exhibition wil proceed to New York, Berlin, Moscow, Geneva, Milan, Maadrid and finally London, with an auction at
Phiips de Pury on November 24th.

Al the exhibitions, visitors are requested to submit "silent bids” for their favourite works., Half of the proceeds wil be donated
to Room to Read, a non-profit organization and the remaining half will go to the artist.

The participating artists are from all over the world, including the inseparable duo Thukral & Tagra, who were seen walking
around Art Dubal wearing colour coordinated outfits at all times!

To know more about the exnibition schedule, artists and bidding process one can visit the website at www.credit-suisse.
com/artandentrepreneurship

A Pakistani Presence

Pakistani art was much in focus considering the international attention that they have been getting. Considering the gen-
eral interest in Islamic art and general bonhomie towards Pakistan, Art Dubai was a good chaice for an intermational Art Fair
debut,

The Pakistan Paviion showed the exhibition "Desperately Seeking Paradise”, curated by Salima Hashmi, a noted professor
at the Lahore College of Art, Though a decent curatorial effort, the Paviion definitely did not live up to the hype. The paviion
comprised of two open party-tents, approximately ten feet by ten feet, minus proper lighting or air-conditioning, set up next
to an artificial lake, in the hotel compound. Some installations and sculptures were used to punctuate the space, around.
Al the exhibition, noteworthy works were Farida Batool's photograph titled, There's no place like Lahore'; Durrya Kazl's
installation tited, Witness', Rashid Rana's works which were at galeries also and Huma Mulji's controversial work Arabian
Delight (more about this later).

On the whole the Pakistani Paviion is a noteworthy first atternpt, but did leave visitors a bit disappointed and asking for
more.

aicongallery



Besides his installation work at the paviion, Pakistani art's poster-boy, Rashid Rana was represented by Mumibbai-based
Chemould Gallery and London-based art gallery, Green Cardamom, the only gallery specializing in Pakistani art participat-
ing at the fair. Green Cardamom was showing a number of Pakisatni artists (many overlapping with the paviion) and had a
steady beelne of visitors, buyers and consultants. Their was a distinct high-beat of energy and wide smies, which ensured
that they did wel and made some good placements of their works.

The work that got removed

An art fair is not complete without a controversy, And a controversy over a shocking work increases the star-status of a far,
Keeping in mind strict Islamic codes to be folowed at Art Dubal, the screening committees are overtly strict with their cen-
sorship, often rejecting works (for no obvious reason) to Not disturt Islamic or cultural sensibilities.

An oversized suitcase with a taxidermy camel squashed inside, some cotton and fabric was what made Huma Mulji's work
Arabian Delight, too much to handle for the Arabs. On display at the Pakistan Paviion, the work was under the radar from
day one and visiting Arab dignitaries were not-too-happy with their national animal and symtoaol of pride, the camel being
shown in a way, which according to them was derogatory. "No clarfiications please, we are Arab,” seemed 1o be their ad-
opted palicy as no clarfications were given.,

On the second day of the Tair, the coordinators were asked to remove the installation from the premises. Through her work,
Mulii wished to attract attention 1o the import-export of contralband items through personal luggage with proloably a refer-
ence point to the young boys imported by Arabs to serve as camel-jockeys,

The work had been pre-bought by Charles Saatchi, through an art acvisor for about US$8,000 and by now would be on
its way to London, 1o be shown later in the year at the much awaited Saatchi exhibition, "The Empire Strikes Back.”

Videos parked at Art Park

Art videos were literally parked in Art Park, a make-shift video gallery, which normally serves as the underground parking area
of the hotel. Considering the importance of videos in Westemn art, a section dedicated to videos shows the foresight of the
organizers,

There were site-specific experimental works with a special emphasis on videos, Among the Indian artists Jitish Kallat's video
was on display. Young and emerging Pakistani artist Mohammad Zeeshan's video and interactive installation, commenting
on America’s said and unsaid position on Islam, captured attention and acclaim from varied audiences.

International Galleries

There was substantial representation from all over the world — Europe, USA, Africa and Asia. The two main participating
Arab galleries The Third Line and B21 did phenomenally wel with their Aralo clientele. Among the exhibits, something that
surfaced was that western galleries paid special attention to Islamic artists and some of the exhibited works had a strong
Islamic reference point. Paris and Newy York based gallery Yvon Lambert showed photography based works of Idrs Khan, a
UK based artist of hyphenated ethnicity, His works explore the different aspects of Islam and he incorporates Islamic ritual-
ism In his works, for example his photograph may be exposed three times to signify the tuming- of- the- head after prayer.
Besides, the Indian galleries, Korean galleries CAIS, Kukie and Sun Gallery attracted a lot of attention and attracted some
serious buyers. Most noteworthy was Sun Gallery's installation artist Seon-Ghi Bahk, He works extensively with charcoal and
a member of the extended royal family bought the installation on display.

Unlike last year, this year the galleries didn't flood the fair with Andy Warhols and Damien Hirsts,
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Discussions, Talks, Education and Publications

There were many discussions, talks and interviews held throughout the length of the fair. Some were attended by worlo-
famous movers and shakers on the intermational art scene. Hans Ulich Qorsit of London-based Serpentine Gallery spoke
about his ongoing project of video-documenting interviews with artists. He discussed and showed his interview with Anish
Kapoor, He is in the process of interviewing a lot many Indian artists and frequently visits India for the same. He was seen
taking a keen interest in Arabic art and visited some galleries in old Dubal, leading to speculation that Serpentine will be look-
ing at Arabic art, next.

The Sotheby's Institute held special educative and panel discussions on various topics, famiiarizing enrolled particioants with
the fair and art markets. They held a three day intensive course for a fee of 1,000 British Pounds.

In a special tie-up with The Art Newspaper, London launched a special edition on the art markets in India and the Middle
East, focusing on the two most prominent markets represented at Art Duboal,

Art Tactic, an arts research initiative based in London launched thelr first comprehensive report on Indian Moderm and Con-
termporary Art Market, along with a talk by its founder Anders Petterson. The report is a good introduction point to the Indian
art markets with information on key artists, gallerists, curators and important faces in the Indian art scene.

To promote and familiarize the incoming guests with the Dubai art scene, the Art Bus ferried visitors around town, stopping
at the major galleries. There was a corresponding Art Map, which enlists all the galleries and will be regularly updated for
shows and art events in the city, around the year.

On the whole the fair was wel conceptualized, executed and managed, with significant changes from last year. The third
edition of Art Dubai is scheduled in the second week of March next year and is a must visit for anyone seriously interested
in Indian art. Not only is it a one-stop-shop for the best in Indian and other art, but is also a venue to spot new trends, make
contacts with intemational players, hob-knoo with the art glitterati and identify emerging markets on the global art scene.
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Dubai fair faces first real test

Catering to local buyers, many galleries focus on Middle Eastern and Indian artists |

LonpoM, The second edition of
the Art Dubai fair (19-22 March)
is bigger and broader in scope
than the inauguml event Inst
year. It has o new name (Gulf An
Fair, last yenr's title. hos heen
dropped) and has almaost donbled
in size, while the exhibitors this
EW‘H: from as far aficld s
Sdin Paulo, Mexico Ciry, Sydney
and Tokyo. There will also be o
slro emphasis on Indian and
Middbe-Eastermn ant, which sold
well lnst year,

When 41 ant dealers decided to
test the Gulf market at the first
fair in Dwhai last Morch, they
knew they wene taking o gamble.
'I‘Iu:un].l city-sinte, riding high on

trocdollars and in the
pncfat!:acun building bosmm,

hos zeen phenomennl ecomanic
growth aver the past five years.

But were local Emiratis and
the wealthy expatriade commum-
ty ready w0 buy an? And if so,
what woubd by ?

Commercially, the mesulis of
the first edition of the fair were
mixed, In an astempt fo discover
what was lkely to be most suc-
cessful, exhibitors brought o
rane of material, with an empha-
sis on non-figurative work or
Western “'hrand names" such as
Warhol and Damlen  Hirst.
Galleries showing Indian ond
Whddle-Eastern artists dsd hest,
{some  sold oat) but  other
exhibitor seld nothing,

White Cobe from London is
1h|:.|1.t3h| by have sold VETY Fittle
anid 15 ot returmning this year: 11
ather galleries have also
ol gNHMIJ'EbE!S d-ml"?ﬂu
showed that there wos a
market for art in Dobai w
gu.!lcncs applying for the T slots

this
“‘;'hn. Talr shows every sign of

Gagosian goes for Gupta

inn is hoping to sign the Indian antist
or talks late last year. The anist is cur-
ted by Peter Mogy of Matmre More Gallery in Mew

LONDON, Art dealer Larry
Subodh Gupta; the two met
rentl

Visitors (o kast year’s fair admire an abstract work by US
artist Sam Francis

emerging as @ major art fair for
contemporary  Disdian an” says
Prajit Duatta (see p44), director of
Ascom, one of a number of gal-
leries showing in this field.
Cthers include Gallery Espace of
Delhi amd Sakshi =?:allr_-r_-lr amd
Chemould Prescott Road, both
based in Mumbiaa,

Galleries  showing  Middle
Eastern antists include Green
Cardamom  {London),  Auass
{Syria), Bl Mursa (Tunisin} and
Cirosvenor Vadehra  (London).
Other  dealers are  bringing
Western works or even Tibetan
an (Rodsi and Roasi),

There is mo doubt thai the
Duhai asthoritses are detesmines]
o establish an an market ex il
fo in the stoie. The Dubai
Inemational Financial Centre
(DIFC), which contreds Dhebai’s
burgeoning  financinl markets,
threw its considerable, clout
behind the Tair, buying a 50%
atake in the ovent befose it
opeped Inst yeor (it declined to
vl how maech B owns today ).

Ddh?; and Jack Shamman Gallery in Mew York. Mr Shoinman dechined
o comment, Mr Magy says: “We have a show plomised with Gupta for
the season of 2009-10, which will travel from New Delhi to Bombay
to Calewita. We will alzo have work by Subodh st Art Base| in June and
hope 0 include him in other fairs in the futre, But that will be the
extent of my waorking with Subodh on the imemational [c\lcl, rr,garl,l-
less of who he is represented by in New York or Evrope.” Gupta, the
most successful wmh:nwwn from the subcontinent, has work

In the collections of Clare

hi i London, and Marty Mangulies

in Minmi, among severul others. The artist's Very Hungry God, 2006,
a skull composed of meind pots, is on display in front of French bil-
Lionaire Frangois Pinault's musewm in Venice, the Palaceo Cirassi (until
Jalyd, Acconding o one Indian dealer who ssked o0 remain anomy-
o, Mr Gagosian is currently “chasi rlgjj:upm with a blank cheque-

book™. Gupta declined o comment wi

e o spokeswoman for Mr

Ciagosian saich that she *did not believe this o be comect™.

“There 1% a strong desire 10
citablish a cultural mfrastructure
in Dubai. The autharities believe
that cudmure is a criteal missing
picce of the puzzle,” says Mr
Dutta. That "pl.l:lee" includes
vast shopping malls, the woeld's
richest horse mee, polf courses in
the desert and off-shore housing
complexes, which are selling
even before they are built to
wealihy Indians, Russians and
Iranians. These often part-time
residents  appreciate  Dubui’s
position as a hub between East
umd  Wesl, seven hours from
London and China by plane.

Twao other fairs have alao been
Iaunchesd in the Culf tocater for
the  emerging  market  there.
British fair nrr;misaerx Brizm and
Aniss Haughon laanched A and
Anligues Dhishai last month in the
Mudinat Jumeirah arena while
the second edition of An Poris,
the French muodem and congemn-
porary art fair, will be beld in
Ahbu Dihahi this November,

Ag with any new market,
there hove been teething prob-
lemes, Many of the visitors to last
year's An Dubal were cleardy
unfamilinr with art, artists and
the wrt marker Some huvers
“hought”™ works bur never paid
for them; others took six months
o complete the purchase, “We
had people barguining as if they
were in the bazaar—they wens
asking for 40% discounts!” says
Salma Feriani, director of the
Tunisian and London gallery Le
Vialon Blea,

Thene were ilso problems with
the fair shippers (o new company
has been nppointed this yeark and
venaliows adminstration [or the
tax payable on anything wold &t
the: fair amd diestined fo stay in the
country. This vear, the fair itself

has been granted a tix-free staus |

wlthough a 5% duty s sull
payable on works remaining in |
Dubai. Pieces brought im tem- |
porarily amd then re-exported oat |
of the emirate by poiential buyers
will not be taxed in Dubm,

And the market in the Gulf is |
still evolving, The highest price |
paid at suction, at Christie's |
Diubai in 2006, was 8912000 for |
Rameshwor Rrootn’s Numbery, |
1979 (est. $30.000- S]l&lﬂﬂ]] |
that went io a private Indian col- |
lector. But, says Will Lawrie,
specialist in Arab and Iranian Am |
uk Christie’s, “new collectors ane |

wickly bocomme familinr with |
Ll'b: impoment names amd the |
wrmeant they will pay s rising.” |

Auction prices may be rising, |
but prices at the fair moy be |
bower than last year, sccording
some dealers. “Someone who |
wants a Picasso is more fikely o |
Py in Mew York or London, why |
should they buy it in Dubai™ |
asks Ms Ferani, while Conor |
Macklin, director of Grosvenor |
Vicehm, believes thot “the mar-
ket m Dubal will be for Indian
and Middle-Eastern an, reflect-
ing the local population.™

But Ben Brown, direcior of
the ¢ 15 Lomdon pallery, |
dlngguq:s’:q?ﬁsl Sauhi Hiﬁ:n;}..i:?!
goes to the foir amnd sees a |
Picasso ot the right price, he'll |
buy "

Georging Adam

[ An open-air pavilion showing I
conlempoanry art from Pakistan, |
the unrn nog-comimercial dis-
play ot the fair, will inchule
work by Fashid Rana, bmran
Qureshi ond Maiza Khan, A
salellile far, the Creek Art Fuir,
takies place from 15-31 Marchin |
the Bastakiva district, LH. |
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