THE GANDHI PHENOMENON!

a collection of articles on the sculptor, Debanjan Roy

aicongallery



La Republica, February, 2008
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In nome del mercato e della cultura
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Komo. The Kuod to Cumtemparary
Art, bdiretis da Roberto Casiraghl,
ox drus ex meching & Arimies &
Tering I'altrs, ARTEcantrmpors-
meartocereaROMA, & tens sl Pa-
by dej congresssl dell Bur od & oa-
rata da Daniela Salvioni, nata e
Now York da penitor] italland, in
pesantn dimectree di SusnGaldsto-
e Gallery di New York ¢ cumtrice
di mostre per | P.5.1 e per il Moma
i New York La prims debwottend
fdopo un balleits & date) il 29 feb-
braio, b seconds l gormo dopa. En-
trambe chiudersnno [l 2 marso.

alin tempo nessuno avmebis
scommesso 52 Romas recconis
Danksls Salvionl, eors muiti voglio-
no venircl. C'% una raglons detinis
dalla moda, che & futta anche di r
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n# inlernasionale & quests cath:
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Medio Orienite ¢ Statl Unii E sem-
hrl #Eete allraversala d. dha
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te, un curwttere sconormion, mi pis-
cerehbe recuperans [ valore purs-
merts culturales ¢ sociale dellarte.
In tante alire Berw onmal & w so-
Praitullo per vedene & quanto viene
venduta 'opers di Damban Hirst.
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i private Zelle gallerie che parted-
pano alla manifestarions. L'altra,
curats da Ludevico Pratesi, o'int-
tola Mecfpit @ sard allestita con ope-
7 il ealitiontst privat romanis,
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ot bl dum SR ERLATIGN FOMEAE.
L& fere oggl harne unn valenza
culiurale fortes sosthere Dankela
Sabvioni e penso st sheglinio pen-
sare in termini negativi s parals
mercate. C'% sempre sato, od &
sempre stato il necessario fusso
e quale [arte o & mossa produ-
cendo grandl opere. Quells che,
sermmial, mance alle Sere & la capa-
cith di soovure o puove wenderze.
Nells nowtra fiera, anche gracis alle
palberie pl gervarnd (che afencans
Ie plii note, come Greenlrasd di
Londra o Kim Light/Light Box di
New Yorkl, ho cercato d portare
tattl | fenomeni pit intersssanti
dell’arie df ogl. Noa volevo pro-
porr: il solito eleroo delle gallerie ¢
degll mrtisti “top of the pop™s. E, an-
che nel cnss dl ARTEsontempors.
mesmodvraalCMA, non thancano
mostre paraliele. «Al plano supe-
riore ded Palezze dei congressi ¢f

pop deg ultimi anei E presenters-
i il iAo liben, o ediziors fimits-
ia, dl Msurislo Cattelans,

Sono clnquants 1+ gallerie che
hanno sderito alls fera dirtta da
Sahvioni. Stesso rumern, tre raks-
i ¢ internacionali, per § progeto
«ff Caslraghe (tra gli actisti of surur-
0 Francesco Verzoll, Luigi Ortani,
Nan Goledin, Julisn Schrabe! e Glo-
L Paclindl. « )M dispisce che Gago-
sian non o siae dice Casiraghl
«Penso s una mancanes df sons-
Brled me confront di uninkristas
e o tene nella cltth bn ocul ba de-
o di aprire il sno pepozio. Diel re-
sto-# molto vicino slla fern, | sood
colionis] non manchersnnds.
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L'Unita, February, 2008
ROMA Art Fair, February

28 - March 2, 2008
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Left Magazine, Felbruary, 2003
ROMA Art Fair, February 28 - March 2, 2008
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Domenica Il Sole 24 QOre, February, 2003
ROMA Art Fair, February 28 - March 2, 2008
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The Art Newspaper, March 19, 2008
Art Dubal, March 19 - 22, 2008

Dubai fair reaps reward of focus on Indian contemporary art
British collectors Charles Saatchi and Frank Cohen were among those who bought
By Georgina Adam and James Knox | From Web exclusive | Posted: 19.3.08

DUBAI. Arabian Delight, a stuffed camel sguashed into a large blue suitcase, on show at the Art Dubal fair, has
been acauired by Charles Saatchi. The 2008 piece by the Pakistani artist Huma Muli, was the talking point of the
falr, which opened to VIPs yesterday (Tuesday).

The sdle, for $8,000 (£4,000), was brokered in advance by an art advisor; Mr Saatchi did not attend the

fair, however he also acquired a large pop-style group portrait (Untited Eclipse 3, 2007) by Jitish Kallat from
Chemould Prescott Road Géallery (Mumiboal), for about $200,000 (£100,000). Manchester collector Frank Cohen
snapped up Jagannath Panda’s figurative study of trees, Abbsence in Cite, 2007, for about €60,000 (£47,000)
at the same gallery.

The second edition of the fair, which continues until Sunday (23 March), brings together 70 dealers, compared
to 40 last year, ranging from dealers from Duboa, Iran, Lebanon and Bahrein, to Australian, Korean, American and
European exhioitors.

The fair has grown not only in size but in complexity, with a programme of talks and events and this year boasts
an "art park’ for video along with a special section devoted to Pakistan.

The event is supported by Dubal's ruler, HH Sheikn Mohammed Al-Maktoum, who swept into the exhibition hall
on the first day surrounded by a phalanx of photographers, courtiers and press. This highly visible patronage was
reinforced by a visit from his son HH Shelkh Majid Al Maktoum, who is culture minister in the statelet.

Al last year's fair, sales were driven by the market for contemporary Indian art, with many showing VWestermn art
reporting disappointing results. As a result, this year there was more Indian and Middle Eastern art on display.

Sales in this category proved the strongest element on the opening day of the fair. In addition to the sales at
Chemould Prescott, Aicon Gallery sold India Shining 2007 by Debanjin Roy for $20,000 (£10,000), a cast (3/5)
showing a red-painted Ghandi sitting in front of a laptop.

While the mood was upbeat among the Indian gallerists, VWestern dealers noted that sales were slower, However
Rossi and Rossi, with a solo show of Tibstan artist Gonkar Gyatso, had virtually sold out the God series of cal-
ligraphies, collages of glittery stickers (£16,500) per image, whie Buddha in our Time, 2008, a large image of the
deity, sold to the Australian VWhite Rabbit Foundation for £456,000.
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Elsewhere, there was a range of Western art on offer, from a large, $850,000 Sam Francis at Max Lang to
Jawlenski's House with Palmtree, 1914, priced at $1.78m at Galerie Thomas. Albion had parked Wim Delvoye's
lacy metalic sculpture Cement Truck, 2008, outside the fair (€600,000, £473,000).

"There is a tremendous feeling of optimism about the Dutbai fair,” said Mona Hauser, founder of the satelite Creek
art farr. This consisted of dealer shows and artist installations scattered around 22 traditional houses and outdoor
spaces in the historic Bastakiya district.

This event has also gathered momentum, compared 1o last year when there were only eight houses avalable.
This year there are also fims, talks and concerts. The opening night (which took place Saturday, before the fair
itself opened) attracted over 1,000 visitors and saw the start of very strong buying, particularly of Iranian art, much
to UAE nationals.

Malekeh Nayiny sold examples from her Demon series of coloured photographic prints for €9,000 (£7,000) at
XVA gallery. This series has also been on display at the Vuitton centre in Paris. Watercolours of childlike fantasy
landscapes by Farah Abolghasemi were seling strongly at 14,000 Dirhams (£200) at Total Arts.

Ms Hauser confirmed that it is important for dealers not to overprice in this stil nascent market, The Creek art fair
runs to 31 March.,

Like Dubai itself, the fair is stil being bullt, and can be expected to evolve as dedlers and clients alike deepen their

knowledge of the field. "We had better guestions this year and more serious people, and | feel the fair has greater
momentum,” said gallerist Max Lang of New York,
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