The Pakistani artist [laz ul Hassan has been censored,
threatened and even imprisoned because of his work.
As martial law descends on his homeland once more,

g.- ?&,}v

| _iJLahore Fort ashis tort-
ur'ers pretended he was

rthe martlal laW
‘ -Zia-u14Ha s

glmg nooee and taunted with
threats tohis family, friendsand
“collaborators”, before his guards;

reluctantly freed him.

The meareeratmn Was the -

| culmmatlon of decades of polit-
ical activism that began with
Hassan’s protests as a student
at Cambridge University against
the Vietnam War, and continued
with his efforts to organise union
- protests in his home city of La-

hore and the poster artwork that
he produced to inspire a resist-

ance movement against the mil-
itary dlctatorship in eharge of
his homeland. ,

The artwork Hassan made
was deemed so explosive that it
- was censored, refused entry to

exhibitions or taken off the walls
of museums by gallerists who

he tells Arifa Akbar why he will never stop fighting

;:’ly been hldden from publxc'

Thls Week : the Paklst

, Gallery in central Lendon

For someone who has alWays
believed in the power of art to
affect changes in the real world,

today’s political climate in Pak-
istan — where President Pervez
- Musharraf’s declaration of mar-
; tlal law has chilling parallels to
ul-Haq’s regime three decades
" ago - leaves Hassan with a bleak
sense of repetition. The anger
against authoritarianism that he
first felt as a young man has in
no way diminished.

While he is now one of Pak—
Istan smost revered contempo-

rary artists, Hassan’s work is still
regarded as subversive, withits
- graphic images of violence, ref-
_erences to the Vietnam War,and
- representations of bloody street
‘protests. Until he left Pakistan
- two days ago, his every step was

:-be dlsentangled from h1s artls- ;
 tic vision. “I have never been able

to dlstlngulsh between politics

Pohtxes was un-

from the begin

the Seventies, |
' h a"specia]ised

cause we donot build up institu-
tions such as the arts, which are

essential for democracy. I want-

‘ed to create a culture of resist-
ance. Art and poetry can express |
a form of not surrendermg and

k present the

The fact that expressmg the

“other” view endangered his life
- wasarisk Hassan was willingto
take then, just as now. “Of course,

everybody has a sense of fear at

times like these, but sometlmes ‘
the events and your passions be-
‘come larger than your fears. My
- work hasreflected whatisgoing
on and where my passions lie.

When you are involved, you don’t

stop to reflect on whether your
work is dangerous or not. You

are too involved,” he says.
During the rnost repressive

~ days of Zia's regun >, Wwhen every
form of dissent was crushed and
,‘Hassan artwork was removed
from every gallery in the land,
* he resor ed ﬁrst to‘ u i

a tre“ei ;Withf;n |
‘where an axe falls on a branch :
there are several shoots grow-

ng out of ft Nature excited me

“My

how at Lahore Museum that

general, who had been appoint- | ‘:f:
‘ed Governor of Punjab, was

due to attend. My work was

ordered to be taken down.

thought: ‘How can it reach peo-
pleif it's not on show?’

“SinceI couldn’t get my works

out using human symbols Igot

‘them out by drawing on images
from nature. A lot of my work
‘was based on phenomena from

nature somy painting called 7%,

, for example, shows
shoots, and I

 andtherewas always something

political in these works,” he says.

Hassan wasborn in 1940, near-
ly a decade before India was par-
titioned to form Pakistanin1947.
- Throughout his life, he existed

‘inapolitical landscape riven by
_death, torture, and the fight for
freedom against authoritarian-
_ ism.“I'was seven when partition
o happened solsaw people shoot—a
ing at each other at railway sta-
~ txons and dead bedles eommg in

nature imagery and symbolsto T
~ get his message across. ;
paintings were constantly belng j
censored. One time, during the
‘tra sitional pemod thatled to
Vs rule, I was part of a group

happenmg

ofevents, W]
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